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Two thirds of the DistrictOne third of the District

1 pipe 2 pipes

ÅBig Picture Differences:
plumbing, environmental impacts, economic impacts on 

rate payer, regulatory obligations, agency oversight

ÅLocal level: we treat them the same



Note the overlap between the CSO and the 
area with the greatest imperviousness



New Direction in District:
Pollution Prevention

ÅNew regulations incorporate volume 
reductionby requiring no stormwater release
from new Development for small rain events.

ÅWhy small rain events?
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2006 Precipitation Washington DC 

Federal Requirement EISA 95th tŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ Ґ мΦтέ 
MS4 Requirement 90thtŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ Ґ мΦнέ
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ tǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ wŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ !²5½ Ґ мΦлέ

Precipitation Data, NOAA, Reagan National Airport, Arlington VA 



Federal Context

ÅExecutive Order 13508: swim-able, fish-able CB
ÅEISA requires federal agencies to maintain or 

restore the predevelopment hydrology of the site 
of any project with a footprint that exceeds 5,000 
square feet. EPA guidance sets this at the 95th

ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ όмΦтέύΦ
ÅCurrent EPA MS4 negotiations are aiming for the 

90thǇŜǊŎŜƴǘƛƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ όмΦнέύΦ
ÅCombined Sewer Overflow events must be 

mitigated for by order of Consent Decree (DC 
²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ [¢/tύΦ



Tools to Meet the Mandate

ÅPending revision of Stormwater Regulations and 
Zoning Laws

ÅImpervious Surface Fee to fund mandates

ÅGreen Building Act

ÅEnergy Independence and Security Act

ÅIncentive programs
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ÅStormwater Re-Development

ïGrey, Green and Blue

ÅThree Pronged Approach

ïRegulatory

ïIncentives, Disincentives

ïEducation, Outreach, Research

Vision of a Model Green City
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Stormwater Utility

ÅImpervious Area Fee-LTCP

ÅStormwater Fee-Enterprise Fund

ÅDiscount Program
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The Bag Bill: 
5 cent charge for plastic bags 
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RFA-Non Profit Partners

ÅInnovative LID demonstration projects

ÅBudget $300,000 annually

ÅLow threshold for applicant proposal

ÅPre award investigation required by the review 
committee

ÅConnect to Watershed Implementation Plans
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RiverSmartHomes

Rain Gardens Permeable Pavement

BayScaping

Rain Barrels

Shade Trees


