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ü 1,608 Square Miles 

ü 2.8 Million Population Base 

ü 40 Units of Local Government 

ü Master Planning, Floodplain Management, 

Early Warning, Capital Improvements and 

Maintenance Programs 

ü No Land Use Authority  

ü Majority of Drainage Infrastructure is Built 

by Developers 

 



ü Project REUSE (Renewing the 
Environment through Urban Systems 
Engineering) was begun 

ü Sponsored by HUD & DRCOG 

ü òApproximately 26% of channel miles 
require some sort of construction to 
provide 100-year storm protection.  The 
other 74% of channel miles lend 
themselves to non-construction 
measures, which will preserve them as 
floodplains, preventing future loss of 
human life and property damage.ó 

 

 



ü Based on the Project REUSE findings the 
District adopted a two -pronged 
approach of fixing existing problems 
while working to prevent new ones 
from being created. 

ü The Floodplain Management Program 
and Design and Construction Programs 
were authorized to begin in 1974. 

ü Today the are 5,000 fewer structures in 
the SFHA even though our population 
base has nearly tripled. 



Good Neighbor Policy  Marketing Brochure  







È We soon realized that single purpose flood 
control projects that were designed and 
constructed for rare events were not utilized 
very often for their intended purpose  

È The concepts of multiple-use or multi -
objective management came to prominence 

È We began to work with our local partners to 
make our projects more valuable to their 
constituents on a daily basis 

È We informally called this our ògood 
neighbor policyó 







ü Multi -use focus, actively advocated from the mid-
80s. 

ü Good Neighbor Policy informally adopted  

ü Flood management projects are used everyday for 
ancillary purposes.  They should be good 
neighbors to the community, including preserving 
and enhancing the natural and beneficial functions, 
trails & recreation, open space preservation and 
public safety. 

ü Maintenance Eligibility Program, initiated in 1980.  



òFacilities constructed by, or approved 
for construction by, a local public 
body after March 1, 1980,  must be 

approved by the District in order for 
these facilities to be eligible for 
District maintenance assistance.ó 

 



× More compatible with open space and 
multi -use goals.  Increases property 
values. 

× Promotes flood attenuation, wildlife 
habitat, groundwater recharge, and water 
quality enhancement. 

× Channelization is a single purpose 
approach that destroys stream corridors. 

× Generally favored by federal permit 
programs.  



Riparian areas comprise less than one 
percent of the land area of most western 
states, yet up to 80 percent of all wildlife 
species in this region of the country are 
dependent upon riparian areas for at least 
part of their life cycles.  

Robert H. Wayland III, EPA  

Congressional Testimony, June 26, 1997 



Environmental Values of Naturally 

Functioning Floodplains  
  

Ecosystem Services  

 ñ...floodplains were the second ranked ecosystem 

type, behind only estuaries, in terms of their per-

hectare value to society.  Despite representing 

<2% of Earth's terrestrial land surface area, 

floodplains provide approximately 25% of all 

terrestrial ecosystem service benefits."  
 
 

Opperman, Jeffrey, Luster, Ryan, et.al.  2010.  Ecologically Functional Floodplains: Connectivity, Flow Regime, and Scale.  Journal of the American Water Resources 

Association 46(2): 211-226.  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 



× When I first moved to Denver to start the 
Floodplain Management Program, my wife 
Mary and I took a series of walking tours of 
Denver neighborhoods to get acquainted 
with their new home.  

× One of the tours was through a warehouse 
district which had many beautiful brick 
buildings but had fallen into disrepair  

× We came across a man working on a 
building he was converting to a series of 
shops with living spaces above. 



× One of the people on the tour asked the man what 
had motivated him to preserve this wonderful 
historic building 

× Iƛǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΥ  ά¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΦέ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blake Street Bath & Racquet Club 



× Developers are in the business to 
make money. 

×So, letõs show them how to make 
money by preserving the 
floodplain instead of destroying it.  



× Local governments depend on 
development to provide the tax 
revenues which tends to skew their 
view of the world toward approving 
development proposals that are 
sometimes damaging to the floodplain.  

× So letõs show them how to have 
development that provides the tax 
revenue, but also uses the floodplains 
to provide amenities to the community.  







Required to develop in 
the floodplain  

CLOMR 

Floodplain Development 
Permit 

LOMR 



In spite of our best efforts, 
many projects were still less 
than inspiring  

 



× We had a ògood examplesó 
page on our web site where we 
tried to direct developers but 
with limited success 

× We saw the opportunity to 
prepare a brochure which 
would market the floodplain as 
an asset to developers and 
communities that could be 
distributed early in the 
planning process, for instance, 
at a pre-application meeting  

 



× Interviews  
Å Municipalities staff level  

Å Government / agency officials  
 

× Message Development 
Å Style 

Å Knowledge resource  

Å Proven case studies 
 

× Audience 
Å Developers/builders  

Å Engineering professionals 

Å Local government staff  

Å Elected officials 



 



× The importance of floodplain 
preservation 

× No Adverse Impact floodplain 
management 

× The natural and beneficial 
functions of floodplains  

× Stream ecology issues 

× Sustainable development issues 

× Advantages to developers 

× Advantages to the community  

 







× Cultural preservation  

× Detention/retention  

× Drop structure  

× Floodplain preservation  

× Golf course 

× Infill Development  

× Low flow Channel  

× Open space 

× Riparian Preservation 

× Trails / recreation  

× Wetlands / water quality  

 

 

 

 

 


